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The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation (SHF) is an agency of the Crown established by provincial 

legislation in 1991 to support heritage projects at the provincial and community level that seek to conserve, 

research, interpret, develop and promote Saskatchewan's diverse heritage resources. 

 

The Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) of the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport facilitates the 

protection and conservation of heritage resources in Saskatchewan under The Heritage Property Act. 

 

The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (the ñStandards & 

Guidelinesò) represents nationally-adopted guidance on how to best conserve Canadaôs irreplaceable heritage 

resources. The Standards & Guidelines have been adopted by the SHF and the HCB. 

 

 

 

 

oors and Entrances - This Conservation Bulletin is a resource guide for some of the most 

common issues surrounding approaches (also referred to as ñTreatmentsò) involving historic doors 

and entrances in Saskatchewan. These guidelines provide information to anyone planning, designing and/or 

undertaking any type of work on doors and entrances that have been identified as character-defining elements. 

These guidelines also discuss examples from sites throughout Saskatchewan with a view towards raising 

awareness of the potential impact of change on heritage values when doors and entrances are altered. 

 

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=558&cl=5
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hy are doors and entrances 

important character-defining 

elements? 

 
The pattern of openings on a building can 

establish its fundamental character. This 

includes aspects of doors and entrances such 

as their spacing, proportions and basic 

characteristics. 

 

Doors and entrances may simply be func- 

tional but they also may have symbolic or 

cultural importance. They often serve as a 

focal point for the structure and form an 

integral part of the heritage character of the 

place. 

 

In this regard, doors and entrances are clear- 

ly one of the most conspicuous character- 

defining elements of a historic building, yet 

they also can be the most vulnerable to wear, 

alteration and change of use. 

 

The Court of Queenôs Bench building in 

Saskatoon (see Figs. 1 and 2) illustrates the 

impact that alteration of the principal en- 

trance on Spadina Avenue will have on the 

appearance of this historic court house. The 

main entrance has been relocated to a new 

addition on the west side of this building and 

the original principal entrance has been 

removed. 

 

This bulletin illustrates a variety of doors and 

entrances throughout Saskatchewan that 

reflect function and compatibility with their 

surroundings. This bulleting also ex- amines 

design changes to doors and en- trances and 

the degree to which those changes may 

impact the heritage character of the place. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1τ Court of vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Bench, Saskatoon 
(Photo: M.G. Miller, 2010) 

 

Fig. 2τ Court of vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Bench, Saskatoon 
(Source: H. D. H. Architects, 2011) 

1. INTRODUCTION  
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2. THE STANDARDS &  GUIDELINES  FOR THE 

CONSERVATION OF  HISTORIC PLACES  

IN CANADA  

 
onserving doors and entrances 

at historic places in 

Saskatchewan? 
 

Any significant change to a historic place in 

Saskatchewan must satisfy the Standards and 

Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic 

Buildings. This compliance enables appropri- 

ate authorities to issue permits and it enables 

the Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation to 

consider financial incentives for eligible con- 

servation work. 

 

Conservation is a general term for protecting 

the heritage values of historic places and may 

include preservation, restoration or rehabili- 

tation. Preservation is about the present and 

involves protecting, maintaining or stabilizing 

the existing materials, form or integrity of an 

historic place. Restoration refers to protect- 

ing the heritage value of a building during a 

particular period in its history. In this bulle- 

tin, the emphasis will be on rehabilitation, 

which is the process of repairing or replacing 

building materials to extend the useful life of a 

building. 
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The Approach to an Entrance 

The design of an approach leading to an en- 

trance may be an important character- 

defining element of that building. 

setting which clearly establishes the im- 

portance of this entrance compared to other 

secondary entrances. 

 

Similarly, the ascending stairs of Prince Al- 

bertôs Court House (Figs. 4, 5 and 6), which 

are symmetrically and centrally located, pro- 

vide a focal point from Central Avenue. 
 

 
Fig. 3 τformer Normal School, Saskatoon 
(M. G. Miller, 2011) 

 

Those aspects of the forecourt, which may 

include prominent vistas, symmetry and a 

concentration of architectural detailing, are 

part of the heritage value of the place that 

make up the setting. Entrance settings are 

particularly important to retain, as much as the 

doors themselves. 

 

For example, the principal entrance to the 

former Normal School in Saskatoon (Fig. 3) is 

defined by the layout of its forecourt and a 

Fig. 5 τPrince Albert Court House, 
Prince Albert (M. G. Miller, 2011) 

 

Fig. 6 τPrince 
Albert Court 
House, 
Prince Albert 

(Photogelatine 

Engraving Co. 

Ltd. (Ottawa, 

Ontario)) 

3. CELEBRATING  THE POINT OF ENTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 4 τPrince Albert 
Court House, Prince Al- 

bert 
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In the case of the former Saskatoon Normal 

School, the doors are compatible with the 

character of the historic place. In contrast, both 

the doors and windows of the Prince Al- bert 

Court House are replacement units that result 

in a distinct change to the heritage char- acter 

of the building. 

 

Doors and entrances that are highly compati- 

ble with the original intent are evident in the 

Assiniboia Court House, where Fig. 7 reflects 

the 2011 condition and Fig. 8 illustrates one of 

the original drawings prepared by architect 

Maurice Sharon. 

 

Not all entrances are prominent. The original 

entrance of the Michael Hall building at St. 

Peterôs College near Muenster is a good ex- 

ample of a modest entrance characterized by 

vertical alignment of character-defining win- 

dow openings terminated by a cupola (Fig. 9). 

 

The simple elegance of Michael Hall, which is 

typical of ecclesiastical school buildings in the 

province, is an important character- defining 

element of this historic place. Such elements 

should be retained and conserved in any 

contemplation of future changes. 
 
 

 

Fig. 7 τ Assiniboia Court House 

Fig. 8 τ Assiniboia Court 
House (Original elevation 
drawing: Maurice Sharon 
Architect, 1930) 

Fig. 9 τ St. tŜǘŜǊΩǎ College, Muenster 
(Saskatchewan Archives Board) 


